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discursive structuÍe, that might not be immediately obvious to the people that

contribute to the debate Because a particular discourse has its own argumentatlve-

;;;i;;t tracing discourses migËt also shed light on the democratic quality of

àtr."s#. in" qïatty *ltt, -nlïh a discussion might be conducted' is referred

a- *i1n 
" 

third'conÉept: 'deliberation' A discussion can have deliberative

oualitv if it is inclusrve, open, accountable, reciprocal and integer and when the

r 'ar ior js  par t ic iPanfs can learn through an i tera l jve d ia logue'

Disiourse'analysis, then, is the" stucly of language-in-use. (Wetherell eÍ al'

2001a). The analysis of discourse can be pláced- in the interpretative or social con-

structionist tradition in the social sciencàs (Guba & Lincoln, 1989) This hadition

has an anti-essentialist ontology; it assr'mes the existence of multiple' socially con-

structed realities instead of a iingle reality, governed by immutable natural laws

ëi-,lt".,"tr",t."iiy, the aPproach"takes a iriiical stance towards 'truth' and Puts

enphasisonthecommurrrcahonsthroughwhichknowledgeisexchanged.
É"ár t "  , "ur iq  is  seen as socia) ly  construc ied '  the analy* is .o l .medninB becomes

.".,ttuit fot iiterpretative envirónmental policy research' it is.not an environ-

tr-r""i"i pf't"".-Àon in itself that is imPó,rtant, but the way in which society

.rlàt". J"t'tr" of this phenomenon Dying forests do not contain in thernselves

ih","u.ot-t for the publlc attention and óncern they receive The fact that they

do receive this attention at a specific place and time carmot be deduced from a

r'rat.,ràt-".ie"titi. analysis of iti urgeniy, but from the symbols and experiences

ii-,"i got"." ,n" -ay p"ople think ;d act 1eeck, 7995, p 47;Haiet' 1995) Consid-

er inq-real i tv  as a soc ia l ly  constructed phenomenon a lso impl ies aLlent ion for  the

,p" . Ï1 .  t ldr t ionul  log i i ;  what  is  the h is tor ica l '  cu l tura l  and Pol i r ica l  conte\ t  in

which a par l icu lar  account  oí ' t ru fh dr ises l

The Appeal  of  Discourse AnalYsis

One reason why this social constructionist approach has some appeal to research-

e"s of 
"nuirorlÁental 

policy and politics might be that it aPpÍeciates the messy

ur-ra.o-pt"^ interactions that make up the environmental policy process/ as

Richardsàn & Sharp (2001, p 194) obsewe Concepts' such as.sustairrable devel-

oprrr"r-,, o, the precautionaiy principle, are not and cannot simply be imposed

iri a top-down 
-way, 

but are continuously contested in a struggle about -their
;";"'ó, i"*tptetáiion at-,d implementaiion ln trying to, make sense of this

r,."ggl"1' ai"."itte analysis has th'e" Particular strengths; the capacity to reveal

ih" ,ïï of lut-tg,loge in páttics, to reveal the embeddedness of language in practrce

and to illuminate mechanisms and answer 'how questrons"

The basic assumphon ot discourse analysis is that language profoundly

shapes one's view oi the world and reality; instead of -being 
only a neutral

^eài.r- ^irrorir-rg it. The use of metaphors-seeiltg something in terms of some-

;il;;lt", bringiig out the 'thisness' oí a that or the 'thatness' of a this (Burke'

lítí, pi. zsn-ií ^ïase in point. It matters whether the environment is dlscussed

in t"rÀ" of the spuceship-ness of the Earth, the greenhouse-ness of climate change'

o. tf," ai""ur"-rl"us of pollution (Myerson & Rydin' 1996' p 
.25)' 

Environmental

àiscussion can lead to ihe revision óf rules, the enactment oÍ laws or the cÍeation

àJ institutions-but underlying these visible changes' there is the creation'

ini.t""i"f 
". 

discarding oí máurtitlgs Environmental aÍguments might seem

fultuul un"d scientific, bul they are aló meaningful' suggestive and atmospheric'
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is conducted, and how different actors actively position themselves in such a

context (cf. e.g. Dratwa, 2002)

The Contribution to the Study oÍ Environmental Politics

Having sketched briefly the sÍengths of discourse 
Tilf it]i.9:"*"1' 

the focus

will tuin moÍe speciíically on tne íáys in which discourie analysis could contrib-

"'" 
'ïilï,::i:J"'.ff1;:ïffi:Xt"t:IÏisalysis to this rield ries in the appreciation

.f 
"";;;; 

;;;t"a '.totio'.t' l'nkiuu"n irgso) wrote rn]he end of natuÏe aboÍr

nature as the almost,ut'ur tott'-tt"tputt of society' virgin-like and untouched He

lamentedthefactthatnatuÍe*asb"comingmoreandmorehumanizedandthat
the itLea of nature as 'not-us' -à"iJ 

""t 
U"""f'fe to survive pollution on a global

scale. One could pit this view of nature against Donna Haraway's argument

that natuÍe is to be seen u' 
""*tiuiiy 

u t""ltt"ul artefact .'Our' 
relations with

'nature' might be imagined 
"t " 

toti"í 
""gtg"ment 

with-a being who is neither

'lt' , 'vo!' ,'thou', 
'he', ''r-'"', '-to' itl"y; it-t i"Ëtiot-t to us (Haraway' 1991' p- 3)' It

" 
int'.ïpr"."À*i oi 

"uit'" 
'uuti".t-'-Ly an ap?teciation of the 

-fact 
that nature is

culturally invented u"a '"ttt'"'-tt"á' ïo' -ttitt"t discourse analysis is essential'

Because the concept ,nature. ruuf.'to tn" eye, language plays an even bigger

role in 'the' environnental o"uii" irt"" ii io"t Ïot lttt"t toPics of societal

concern. Natule is not something 
,out thele,, but a.cultulal]y aPplopliated

#Ë;;;';;,;::l*';':#,:iii:i:iróJ,ïiË,Ï#:;1Ëï"ïÏï
about nature, the quesuon $

mieht be added, 'whose nature?;- Thus' whereas social theory used to rely on

;n$t#Ji;i. of nature, ai"to"t"" analysis can b" :-g''9 
focus instead on

the rhetorics of nature (u"'""-t"ti& èhuto" pia' 1993' p xii) This means a replace-

ffi,;1il;;* realism of Mc Kibben ef al in favour oÍ a 'politics of natuÍe' per-
'Ëi*,ï" 

"-pl"yed 
by Latour (i004)' Latour abandons both the notion of nature

as an independent u,'ttity or"yl'l-g'it" o*lt tu*t and the privileged 
""lp:t: :l

scientists and expeÍts to '"p'"'"tt"t this entitÍ He claims that the presentahon ol

nature as an external otrlect, ur-ráerstandablá only for the experts, has served as

Ïil;;,-À;t"by limiting the options for human action ln the new post-

modern metaphy"ic' that Lutàtti'fl""àt r"t' facts and. values' morality and

;""1:r*"ti"nï'l;**:,"*."ï:"Ë";:-'x'*',f i;"ï'll"Ïffi "i*'ff ï
sfientists, but atso by poets, architects' farmers and laymen'

In a similar.,uir,, air.or.i" ur-,a1ysts it the fielá of environmental policy

making have shown how the discouise of natural resources has been imposed

on environmental politics h;";;;"f"l analysis' Tim Luke' for example' has

;il; ;;; tt,",,áv *""9 i:ï1::;;:lï1ïJ"ïflffi Xïfiil*","iffi )ï+:
channelled into the 'three R's

il;;;lhl;-it a type oÍ findinj that is reminiscent of what others had come up

;til$;;;;;Jtr' f'r', r"ï?."-pr"' ih" e'celle'.'t historical work of Donald

WorsteÍ (1992). sl.'t tl-t" to'-tttiu;ii;'-t'of discourse analysis here is to show how

this discourse then subsequently staÍts to institutionalize' in Luke's case rn unlver-

sity curricula for MAs in environmental studles'

Second.ly, discourses t""p" *ft^t can and cannot 
-bl 

tlo"gt'tt' delimit the

range of poiicv options.and therebv serve as Precursorlt:"rtËlj;l) 
liïiorï:;

ldï;'ï 5;1"it, robs; LitÍjn lqq4 P 
jT) Kill inssworth & Pdln
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discourses, will try to override developments at the level of discourse This does

,rof.r".""rurity -éan that they will simply resist.errvironmental values lndeed' a

;;'"-á;# sirategy for recalcitrant 
'aétors 

will be to cloak themselves in the

i."g""g" .f environíentalism The concept of 'sustainable d€velopment' and

its Dotential commttment to economic growth is probably the e\amPle most

"f,ít"i"tt"ai" 
(Dryzek, Io97, p. 11) TÉe terms according to which particular

i*r", ur" discussed" define thË way in which the topic is experienced,and

À;;;;y ^it. the Perceived possibilitiËs to act For example' Macnaghten & Urry

(1994, if. Macnaghten, 2003i suggest that the- lack of any coherent public response

io-tÉ in.r"u.irlg"u-ar"r,ess of 
"-tl-vi'onmental 

risk can be explained by the terms- in

*hi.h,th" 
".,rriïonment, 

is discussed. The storyline of'global nature',in particular

* . " rar" . t theconnect ionwi thconcernsofeverydayl i feandtherebyhavea
disempowering effect*^ï; 

;;;;ifi ;ont.ilotlotl of discourse analysis lies in the application of

Foucault's concept of goveÍnmentality to the study of environmental politics' In

the iie.hf of this concept, eco-speak is no longer 'innocent" but can be seen as

;;i ;i l;; ,i i"t"of ,. 'áiscipline society covernmenfatitv is. used bv Foucault

í. 
-á""iirv 

and q'ualify the'emergence of the modern dePloyment of power

;]";;;i.rá u*"r, 
'ir-,rtitítiottut 

c".tálization around governmental agencies' the

emereence of new rnstrumental knowledge and the diffusion of Power effects

;;";ï.át as a whole. lhe concePt oÍ governmentality is parficuldrly aPt to

""àivtáï,j 
.p""t, u".u.,r" it deals ;ith is-sues oÍ securiry techniques to control

the iopulation and new forms of knowledge (Darier, 1999, pp.2L-22). Chaloupka

;ï;é;;;;; è;*i"y u'g"" that natureÍas been the preferred sign to iusífv

",rtnorityÏË. 
ages; thá lariguage oÍ nature and Other implies inevitability' while

at the same time covering ettorts to manage a relationship with an Other (in

Éennett & Chaloupka, 1993, p. 5)' It is clear"that universities play a complicated

role in this process, as power and knowledge are seen as fundamentally inter-

twined-Foucault himielf would probably protest against any distinction

;;;;;" ;;;"' and knowledge at 
'all 

(see, fo: ^"^.Tg]"' 
Foucault' 1980) As

l"t"-p"fi. out (in Fischer &-Hajer, 1999, pp 103-106) university is both the

olace where new representanons of the environment are generated and the

t.-" Uut" for the nàny scientific disciplines that study 'nature' in its varrous

À"à"i"gt. By the discourses of the univàrsity' the environment is reframed as a

hiehlv ómpiex system that can be understood only by experts' This can lead to

il: '; i l;;i l; ái *.i"trt dispure by scientiíic argumentàtion' as' for example'

Keulaítz notes in his criticism of thó nature developrnent discourse (in Fischer

; H;i" illo;. rncidentatty, others have found that the input of expertise

-ign;,-r"a". ottl"r conditions actuatly facilitate public debate (Hajer' 2005) Fur-

thetmore, qovernmentalrty exposes thi way in wÀich respor-rses to environmental

"'ri*r.n".ïfa "f* 
be expláineà in terms ofthe particular ideas about the respect-

ive responsibilities oÍ gàvernment and citizens lndeed' in many domains of. the

Lràade'r 'politics of lifei one can see how the failure of the environmental politics

o? Ure *Ëtiu." state (e g. 'science-based policy making') nol lead io a shift in

responsibilifv whereby the stdte 'emPowers' the individual citizen to make

.;i;;;;;; 'd on looá inro,,nution Provicled by the state .5o 
whereas in the

domain of health a discourse of the'unhealthf Western lifestyle'has moved

ià*urd, ur, individualized monitoring of health risks (with all practices that

ctme with it, such as fitness, healthy food and self-mo-nitoring)' the enviror-

mental sphere sees the emergence of individualization of food risks through the
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thinUng. Secondly, one can look at lhe parlicular moments at.wNch discursive

regularities or routines ur" orokJ 
"p.'s".n 

'dislocations' (cf. Howarth, 2000)

;: ;""," ;;;;;,Jo?' po** **g1:;"t:: il'"tïli$ ïi;;";lïffir'f ffl
crises like the Foot and Mouth

way. The question then i' no* 
"t"I 

conflicts are subsequently performed (see

H"i"r-e-Vàir,""g, 2005) DepeJng on the meanings that preople aT a9l:' t9

*iïà',"* " 
p".u.ïrar incident, tni" ïtttla""t rnight d"evelop the 'forcings' that

Àake that previously stur'r" poiity àiscott"ut iotu legitimacy and need to be

rethought and revised' fn" pot"i then is not simply in the.discourse' but in

il;?à;;; of a conflict, i" itt" puttitt'lut wiy'in which actors mobilize

discàurses and reconnect the Pr.evriJstï;Ï;o;ïittoï.", ,r,"" aircourse analysis
FinallY, if realities are const

ultimately raises an instrtutronJ issue Wha"t institutional practices can be envi-

""1i:l:iït*:ï*ri:;,t-*"1'{xl'lïii"uï'ï1"'ï:il'ïï:;iïlli
í*d';t il;Ë È u''á tn'ot.tgiJai"tursive interaciion For example' emblematic

ï;J ; lJ-" tá g,'ide insiitutional reform The anti-fundamentalist stance'

raï5xï#;ri:ï'Ë;j,"ffi :i":'l:l"i:tË:ï:,'"iïr,ïltrJi:ï,'ia j
i'ïï"Ït"Ë'ïn"i ir-''" 

"Ë"Ái"grv';ïJt 
id"u" oí nature and the natuÍe-culture

relationship that seem to ao-inuà the domains of planning and environmental

oïu.t, "'"'.ór"-"'''t"a 
'uu't'iugJ bv-u tutit Y-:ytig::j 

the improvised''#rïrul"trïl{::*:*-.:ru;s:xl""LÏ:::ffi "l;,:*Ë:ïï"'ïl:
able nature. Acknowledging tn"!"tótutl"" tharacter àf nature-culture would

r-prïï aï^""a r", .'"tí ittïti*iio"ui a"ultge^errts The environmental domain

stands under tt-t" sig., or a *otaïtall' u' u slimbotlc m11\er guiding deliberation'

but there is a mar[èd difference in how one reldles to Inls calr'

The institutional questron becomes all the more pressing' as the political field

is changing Solutions rot p'J"-i"g environmental' problems cannot be found

within the boundaries or tne sov&eign nation-stató, forcing. established insh-

tutions to take Part in tÍansnational "átwotk" 
of governance. in which power rs

dispersed. Environmental a"i"i"t 
"tt"" 

take placË in a.situation of institutional

ambiguity, in which tf-t"t" u'" t'o g"t'"rally accepted, rul:t^11l 
"ottt 

according

to which politics is to ue conductá and policy measures are to be agreed upon'

The turmoil arouna *te frent Sfui is a case irrpoint Though the formal decision

a'rr"ïïr." rr"", Spar had beei approved by ih" BtitishÀ4ini-ster of Energy rn a

i"fiy i"gi i*u* l"ay, it 
"oo" 

t"t'-teá àut that the issue came to be seen as a transna-

tional concern. Pre,,"'" g'otlp' à"a 'ocial movements argued that the British gov-

ernmentd. idnothavethemonopolytodecide,c i lcumvent ingthestatebynew;;"s", r'k; ; .?':"::l l:vi*S"#"1:ïJf, """ff 'Tl"'J ï11ïïËiï11:
battle about the Brent SPar;

crisis cannot be exptairrea wltnouilàting into account thê images of tiny helicop-

ters with which the activists managed io capture 1tr1 
byof.,,The Brent Spar is a

;il;;il; oJ how th" vi"* of ïature as a contested notion cannot be separ-

ated from the negotraíons Jout the rules of the institutional game (cf' Hajer'

too'f;, 
,n" units within which policy has to beÍnade coinclde ever less with the

constitutionally defined settrngs' policy making becomes a site of cultural poliiics'

leading people to rettect o" -tïo tï-'"y ur" and t'ihut they want The Polity becomes
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